
Instilling Goodness/Developing Virtue Schools 

Parent-Teacher Organization 

May 18, 2016 

 

 

Present at the Meeting: Steve Setera, Matt Finnegan, Roger Kellerman, Randall 

Peterson, Tom Tieu, Susan Summerford, Ping Huang, Rachel Hu, Grace Yang, Abi, 

Cynthia Chan, Jin Jr Shr, Amanda Setera, Nataindra, Jin Xiang, Ted Yap, Alejandro 

Gracia, Ryan Liu, Rong Zhan Li 

 

Call to order 5:07 by PTO President Steve Setera 

Introductions: 

 

5:08 Randall Peterson is acting Principal whilst Mr. Gracia is away. Mr. Peterson 

usually teaches 8th grade at the Boys School. Also present is Rachel Hu, Grace Yang’s 

mother. 

 

Principals Reports: 

5:10 Boys School: The boys are in the middle of end of the year activities, including  

various field trips, 6th grade, 7/8th grades, and upcoming senior trip to Washington DC. 

The boys will also complete a comprehensive algebra exam May 25th. 

 

5:12 Girls School: Jin Jr Shr reports that the school received the official WASC letter of 

accreditation today, it is good for the next 3 years. The seniors are going a variety of 

places for college, including: Mendocino College, St. Mary’s, Simmons, Union College, 

University of New Haven, Oregon State University, University of New York-Stony Brook, 

University of British Columbia, Malaysia and Australia. 

 

The proposed hike and picnic on the upcoming Saturday may be changed due to 

weather. The new idea is an afternoon at Slam Dunk Pizza, from 11. Girls School is 

requesting $500 to cover quoted pizza price for 65 girls and 15 adults. Matt motions, 

Steve seconds, motion passes. 

 

Girls School Report: 

5:18 Grace reports that the girls celebrated Mother’s Day by viewing a video about 

mothers and by making cards and paper flowers. Amanda talked about a visit the 

seniors made to Dr. and Mrs. Liu the previous Sunday to talk about their futures. An 

Alumni retreat also happened over the weekend. The end of year teacher’s banquet 

was discussed, as were the proposed care baskets. The girls are requesting $550 from 

the PTO fund already allocated for the banquet. The contents of the basket are to be 

determined. There is a separate request for $550 for food costs for the banquet. Matt 

moves, Susan seconds the first motion. Indra moves, and Matt seconds the second 

motion. Both pass without dissent. 



 

5:30 The boys have gone on a variety of field trips, including San Francisco, the 

petrified forest and the seniors to Google headquarters. The boys high school 

basketball team won their Northern California league. The drum and dance team 

performed at Pastels on the Park in Ukiah last weekend. Field Day is set for June 8th. 

Boys School awards ceremony and potluck is on June 9th. May 27-June 5 is the senior 

trip to Washington DC. Ted won the Presidential Scholarship to Wesleyan University 

and is attending on full scholarship. Alejandro is attending Harvard University and was 

also awarded a full scholarship. The rest of the boys are attending: Cal State-North 

State, University of Illinois, Cal Poly, St. Louis University, and Trinity College 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

5:39 Ping points out the difference from last time is the $850 request being fulfilled for 

the Boys School. She inquires if she should generate an end of the year report for board 

review now or for the beginning of next school year. Discussion, and agree for next 

school year. 

 

No Old Business 

 

New Business: 

5:40 Steve reports that the DRBU is embarking on major renovations for the buildings 

numbered 1, 2, 3, and 4 soon. There will be traffic disruption and lots of trucks. 

Hopefully, the Boys School will also get a new library by October as a result. As well, 

the roof on Nirvana Hall is currently being fixed. 

 

Next Meeting: 

5:43 Discussion about date of next meeting and beginning of school business. First day 

of school is August 29th. Ping wonders about the beginning of school picnic. Some 

discussion, Indra mentions it is intended for new parents. No resolution about picnic, 

perhaps up to each school to decide individually. Next meeting set for September 14th. 

Rodger wins coop drawing. 

 

Adjourn at 5:48 

 

  



Instilling Goodness/Developing Virtue Schools 

Parent-Teacher Organization 

April 27, 2016 

 

Present at the Meeting: Steve Setera, Matt Finnegan, Juan Gracia, Roger Kellerman, 

Tom Tieu, Tec Yan Yang, Susan Summerford, Niki Clarke, Ping Huang, Mai Do, Grace 

Yang, Leanna Tracey Duong, Denise Cao, Cynthia Chan, Jin Jr Shr, Amanda Setera, 

Nataindra, Jin Xiang. 

 

Call to order 5:13 by PTO President Steve Setera 

Introductions: 

 

5:17 PTO President Steve Setera nominates Matt Finnegan for PTO President for next 

school year, and Nakula Hertz for Vice President. Motion passes unanimously. 

 

Principals Reports: 

5:21 Girls School: The girls are in the middle of AP Exams, the WASC went well, 

awaiting results. The girls are working on the yearbook and have decided that electronic 

copies will be distributed instead of hard copies, in the interest of conservation. 

5:22 Boys School: The boys are planning a couple of field trips for the end of the year. 

Included are a trip to San Jose to participate in a Cherishing Youth Day after the AP 

Exams are over. 

 

Girls School Report: 

5:23 Denise and Cynthia showed a powerpoint slide show about Earth Day and the girls 

school fundraising activities. The girls participated in the Canopy Project, an 

organization that plants one tree for every $1 raised. 695 trees were planted as a result 

of the fundraising efforts. Grace reported on the all-school field day, a half day of sports, 

games and bonding between the grades. There will be a request for funding for the end 

of year hike and picnic. Discussion about when and where, Matt volunteers to help plan. 

 

Boys School Report: 

5:33 The seniors are traveling to Washington D.C. May 28th. Discussion about funding 

sources, accommodations, etc. 7 seniors and 2 chaperones are going. A monastery in 

D.C. is offering room and board. Support for $850 in funding from PTO. 

Ms. Clarke expresses her admiration for the cohesiveness and dearth of activities at the 

girls school. Supports using the $, just wants to highlight amazing girls school. Jin Jr Shr 

states that the girls direct and lead all activities. Tom states that the boys school will be 

planning a field day for the last week of school. Money is available for the senior trip as 

well as field day. Matt proposes using the existing funds, motion passes. 

 

Old Business: 



5:45 PTO insurance will be adjusted for next year. Covers all field trips and parent 

volunteers. Indra clarifies this insurance is in addition to respective school and CTTB 

insurance coverage. 

 

5:48 Ping states that the only change to the budget is the reimbursement of expenses 

related to the Girls School BMUN conference. 

 

New Business: 

5:49 Ms. Clarke requests that parents who are teachers be exempt from the $300 

school deposit as well as the 25 required volunteer hours. Discussion ensues. Indra 

states that the Girls School waives the deposit for teachers, and has always. The $35 

PTO membership fee still applies to all. The request will be shared with the proper 

authorities but PTO supports it. 

 

5:54 Financial Report approved. 

 

Next Meeting: May 18 

Roger wins Co-op drawing 

 

Adjourn at 5:58 

  



Instilling Goodness/Developing Virtue Schools 

Parent-Teacher Organization 

March 16, 2016 

 

Present at the meeting:  Matt Finnegan, Steve Setera, Susan Summerford, Jennifer 

Ackley, Grace Yang, Jin Jr Shr, Nataindra, Tom Tieu, Ted Yap, Juan Gracia, Ping 

Huang, Nakula Hertz, Aaron So, Anna Huey, Yang Liu, Kim Hanneken, Alejandro 

Gracia, Cynthia Chan, Karmen Yep, Kusali, Phoebe, Silvia. 

 

Call to order 5:11 PM by President Steve Setera- 

5:13– Introductions and welcome. 

 

5:15-Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer’s report has been submitted and reviewed. Motion 

to accept the report by Matt, second by Nakula. Motion passes without objection. 

 

5:16-Boys School report: 

5:23-Girls school Report: 

 

Principals Reports: 

5:16- Boys School Mr. Gracia- Boy’s school participated in the Science Fair at 

Mendocino College. 2 or 3 teams will be going to the state finials in southern California. 

Had a ServiceSpace presentation 10 days ago with teachers and students. 

 

5:18- Girls School- Jin Jr Shr- Update on background and fingerprint checks. All 

volunteers at the school are being fingerprinted. Other buildings and programs in the 

CTTB are being discussed as being required but this is not directly within the control of 

the schools. All Building & Grounds workers are being fingerprinted. Update- Health 

form questionnaires are being revised for next school year so it is easier and better 

information flow. They will be given to Ms. Farmer for review. Ms. Farmer has been 

working with schools during this process and the info is being relayed to the core 

teachers. The food allergies are being tracked. Ms. Farmer’s duties as a nurse are split 

between the schools and the university. 

 

5:38-Boys School report: Have finished the basketball season, made it to the semi-

finals. The boy’s will be going to San Jose for the Chinese basketball tournament. Will 

be doing booths for Cherishing Youth Day, Yoga, Martial Arts, origami. 

Boy’s are planning on doing a free yearbook- A photo book, all photos not words. Lion 

Dragon Drum will not be going to Pasadena this year. 

 

Senior Trip Ideas: Plan A Hawaii, Plan B- Washington DC- Asking for money from the 

PTO- approximately 800-900 dollars per person will be total expense. Trip will be the 

last week of school because some boys have classes at Mendocino College and have 



to wait for that to be done. Boy’s will submit a formal request with specific dollar 

amounts. 

 

5:47-Girls school Report: Girls school plans on helping feed the homeless, 7th-10th 

grades will participate with the Community Service Club on April 23 and May 14th. The 

Goal is to feed 100 people per date, expecting it will cost about 100 dollars per event. 

Child Expo event is coming up next Saturday from 10 am to 2pm. Girls plan on having 

booths- Fan Dance, Chinese Orchestra, Chinese Dance. Girls School will do another 

Karma Kitchen on March 26th, they have done 2 previous Karma Kitchens at the school 

and it was well received. Video of Berkley Karma Kitchen is shown. On 3/7/16 service 

space came to the school and did activities. The next day the freshman girls went on a 

field trip and gave out flowers as an act of kindness. Girls show video of the reactions to 

the flowers. World religion class of juniors and seniors went to a Methodist mass and 

Jewish temple. Participated in the Alums tradition. Last Friday there was a sports day 

with the High school and elementary playing together. Girls take PTO picture and there 

is a request for transportation to the child expo and contributions for the feeding of the 

homeless. 

 

Old Business : 

None 

 

New Business: 

6:22- Skype 

Passed to the next meeting to see if Spike can help out. 

 

6:24-Secretary Nomination: 

Susan Summerford is nominated by Steve Setera, second by Matt Finnegan. Motion 

passes without objection. 

 

6:27- Drawing for CO-OP gift certificate: 

Winner is: Tom 

 

Meeting adjourned 6:32pm 

Next meeting April 27th 2016- 5pm Confucius Hall 

 

  



Instilling Goodness/Developing Virtue Schools 

Parent-Teacher Organization 

February 3, 2016 

 

Present at the meeting:  Matt Finnegan, Steve Setera, Susan Summerford, Jennifer Ackley, 

Zephyr Bengeia, Mai Cho, Grace Yang, Jin Jr Shr, Nataindra, Tom Tieu, Ted Yap, Juan Gracia, 

Ping Huang, Nakula Hertz, Juan Juan Yeap, Leonie Tan, Donna Farmer. 

 

Call to order 5:08PM by President Steve Setera- 

5:09– Introductions 

 

5:11-Treasurer’s Report: Ping distributes and explains the financial reports. See attached 

budget reports for February 3 and November 18. Motion to accept report, motion passes without 

opposition. 

 

Principals Reports: 

5:14- Boys School- Boys are hosting a Chinese New Year celebration on February 8th. Lion 

Dragon, Drum will be performing at the Oakland Museum on 2/14/16 and in Ukiah on 2/20/16 

2pm at the downtown plaza. 

 

5:16- Girls School- Girls will be celebrating Chinese New year, planning on a spring event for 

the grade school. Girl’s school will be organizing and planning for Cherishing Youth Day on 

4/15/16- they are expecting up to 1000 students in two sessions. 

 

5:18-Boys School report: Boys School report by Ted. Boys are scheduled to perform for the 

elderly Nuns on 2/16/16. When the Lion, Dragon Drum performs in the Plaza downtown they are 

planning on offering food for the homeless also. 

 

5:23-Girls school Report: Girls School report by Grace. On 2/9/16 the Girls will be celebrating 

Chinese New Year, making dumplings and organizing activities for the students. Have started a 

smile card project where you do a random act of kindness and leave the person a smile card, 

hoping that they can return the favor to another person, all done anonymously. (This is a project 

from service space and in the High School now but then in the elementary school next.) Girls 

are promoting Loyalty to Elders, Nation, Teachers, and Country by singing a different National 

Anthem every month. Girls had a Karma Kitchen with Pizza during the thanksgiving break and 

plan on holding another on 2/12/16. Girls competed in the Mock Trial competition at the County 

Courthouse and did very well. 

 

New Business: 

5:36- School Health Issue- 

Donna Farmer, Nurse Practitioner for CTTB reports-Two weeks ago the Boys School had a 

case of Hand, Foot, Mouth Disease (HFM). She explains in detail the symptoms, see attached 

sheet for details. Much discussion about communication between the schools, parents, 

teachers. Suggestion made to change medical forms to be both in English and Chinese- to start 

having the Nurse review all the forms. Both Schools agree to examine the issues.There was 

much discussion between the teachers, parents, Nurse, and Principals about how to make sure 

that everyone is informed about health issues in a timely manner. 



 

6:36- Safety issues- 

Comments and suggestions on the forwarding of the article about children being accosted in 

Ukiah. Traffic at the schools is discussed in regard to safety. It is pointed out that the Talmage 

Store has had gang activity and the buddy system for students is encouraged and used. An 

incident was discussed where a Boys School student ended up n the wrong side of the campus. 

6:40-Student activities: 

Steve Setera comments that we need to have more support at student activities. 

 

6:46- Background checks: 

Discussion about the current system for fingerprinting and background checks of volunteers and 

employees.Suggestions made that all people that are going to have contact with the students 

should be fingerprinted. Many issues discussed about the different organizations involved, not 

just a school issue. It will be brought up at the other organizations meetings. 

 

7:11- Nominations for Officers: 

Nomination of Matt Finnegan for Vice President by Jin Jr Shr. Matt accepts and motion passes 

unopposed. Jin Jr Shr volunteers to be the interim Secretary until a Nomination can be found for 

Secretary. 

 

7:13- Drawing for CO-OP gift certificate: 

Winner is: Jin Jr Shr 

 

Meeting adjourned 7:15pm 

Next meeting March 16th 2016- 5pm Confucius Hall  



Instilling Goodness/Developing Virtue Schools 

Parent-Teacher Organization 

October 21, 2015 

 

Present at the meeting:  Matt Finnegan, Steve Setera, Paul Spangenberg, Amanda Setera, 

Roger Kellerman, Juan Gracia, Tina Dorazi, Ana Pringles, Taylor Lin, Karmen Yap, Grace 

Young, Cynthia Chan, Jin Jr Chi, Ping Huang, Susan Summerford, Lia Patterson, Tom Tein, 

Aaron So, Ashley Huynh, Nataindra, Nakula Hertz. 

 

Call to order 5:08PM by President Steve Setera- 

 

5:09 PM- Introductions 

 

5:14-Treasurer’s Report: Ping reports $4510 in dues collected so far this year, Holiday cards 

are going to be purchased along with Gift Cert. Lia Paterson Offers to help order cards online. 

Motion by Matt Finnegan to approve up to $2000 for cards and gift purchase. Second By Steve 

Setera. Motion passes unopposed. 

 

5:23-Girls school Report: Girls went to Lake County to help sort items for the victims of the 

Valley Fire. Saw the fire destruction. 10/14&15 Went to UC Davis for a pre-med conference. 

Many Panels of Dr.’s and professionals. One student was very interested in Global Health and 

Public Health. Girls School request $50 for Model UN reimbursement- Motion by Matt Finnegan 

for $75, second by parent-Motion passes unanimously. Girls request $275 for reimbursement 

for world religion trip. $350 reimbursement Motion made by Matt Finnegan, second by Susan 

Summerford, Motion passes Unopposed. Girls went to world Parliament of religions in Salt Lake 

City UT- Had a great time, very exciting, many speakers including Jane Goodall, Had lunch 

served by Sheiks, They gave a presentation, went to the Mormon Temple, Antelope island and 

more. 

 

5:39-Boys School report: Boys school had about 20 students participate in the Russian River 

clean up day, they found a jet ski in the river. Boys school had a moon festival and are planning 

on a Halloween party with a raffle to raise money for the Valley Fire victims. Lion Dragon and 

Drum went Sacramento to perform on 10/4 then to the Gold Mountain Monastery in S.F. 

 

5:51- Old Business: 

Mr. Kellerman gives explanations about the asbestos management. Brings all of the records of 

inspection and management, offering it to anyone who wishes to go through it. General 

discussion, questions and answers for 35 minutes. Paul Spangenberg requests that the “place 

be cleaned up.” 

Motion By Steve to grant the $200 request for jump house, second by Paul- Motion passes 

without objection. 

 

6:25- New Business: 

Lia Paterson inquires about rumors she heard with transients coming into the city and possible 

vehicle thefts. Jin Jr Shi says she is not aware of those crimes. Ana Pringles inquires about 

school lock down procedure. Jin Jr Shi says that it is in the process but not finished yet. Ana 

Pringles asks if there is a plan to make up the canceled school day that happened because of 



the electricity being shut off. Jin Jr Shi says no plan to make it up so far. Matt Finnegan 

expresses concern about the fact that the same day the girls school was at Pinoleville 

Reservation the police were serving search warrants and the following day there was an 

attempted murder on the reservation. 

 

6:27- Drawing for CO-OP gift certificate: 

Winner is: Nakula Hertz 

 

Meeting adjourned 6:46 

Next meeting November 18th 2015- 5pm Confucius Hall 

  



Instilling Goodness/Developing Virtue Schools 

Parent-Teacher Organization 

September 16, 2015 

 

Present at the meeting:  Matt Finnegan, Steve Setera, Paul Spangenberg, Amanda Setera, 

Aaron So, Tom Tien, Ryan Wu, Susan Summerford, Mat Chew, Annie Zhu, Nataindra, Ping 

Huang. 

 

Call to order 5:00PM by President Steve Setera-Introductions 

 

5:24-Financial Report: Jennifer O’Brien states she will make herself available to Ping Huang to 

review treasurer’s report. 

 

5:13-Principals Report: Principal Jin Jr Shi – Girls school updates: Soccer field has been 

upgraded; girls school restroom remodeled; Bully prevention workshop is underway; project 

sanctuary doing 2 to 4 workshops (1 completed). This spring, 4/7/15 will be the accreditation 

visit. More information will be sent by email. 

 

5:29-Girls school Report: 

Girls School orientation focused on loyalty , respect and education. Loyalty will be expressed 

through the singing of different national anthems. Respect temple, school and classmates. 

Junior High orientation included effort to reduce conflict in the 7th and 8th grades including 

bonding exercises. High School virtue of the month is filial piety. They will be doing a parity play. 

ASB had a welcome-back party, including a treasure hunt. 9/21 is peace day; there will be a 

peace march to the gate where students will form a peace sign. The next two Saturdays will be 

leadership workshops- Focusing on what it means to be a leader and servant leadership. 

Teachers day is 9/28/15- Girls will be performing for the teachers. Then having Tea with a 

teacher a few days afterward. Seniors will be giving a presentation to the parliament on world 

religions in Salt Lake UT. 11 Seniors attending with 3 chaperones. 70 people from CTTB 

attending total. 

Girls inquire about PTO options for activities. Montgomery woods, picnic in park, seeing a play. 

PTO consensus is that girls should pick what they as a whole would enjoy the most. The Girls 

school will get back to the PTO with their choice. 

 

5:46-Boys School report: 

Boys School reports that the dorm students will be going on retreat, Next Friday they will be 

making mooncakes, next Saturday from 7pm to 9:30 pm is the Mid-Autumn festival with a play 

by the sophomores, on 9/26 dorm students and other will be helping with the Russian river 

clean up, On 10/4/15 Lion, Dragon and Drum will perform at the temple in Sacramento. Next 

month there will be a Halloween party. Boys request $200 for a jump house for the party. Boys 

basketball is now practicing at Alex Rorabaugh Center in Ukiah, boys are tutoring student from 

that school in exchange for gym time. 

Motion By Steve to grant the $200 request for jump house, second by Paul- Motion passes 

without objection.  



 

5:55- Old Business: 

PTO request for funds form is reviewed. Suggestions made for some additions. Additions made 

and edited form is attached to the minutes. 

 

5:45- New Business: 

Vice President Paul Spangenberg explains his concern that there is asbestos and lead paint all 

over the Girls school buildings and other building on the grounds. He reports that he has been 

told that the girls school has the worst conditions of any of the other buildings. The steam pipes 

are wrapped in asbestos and he fears for the safety of his daughter and the other children. Paul 

explains that his information comes from working at the school and going under the buildings. 

Wants to see the school to clean it all up. 

There was much discussion about this topic. It was agreed that Steve Setera would bring this up 

at the next buildings and grounds meeting. There will be a person from buildings and grounds at 

the next meeting to help explain the situation and answer questions. 

 

6:27- Drawing for CO-OP gift certificate: 

Winner is: Tom 

 

Meeting adjourned 6:30 

Next meeting October 21 2015- 5pm Confucius Hall 

 

 


