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LOST IN THE STARS

Musi cal numbers
Act I
"Thousands of Miles"
"Murder in Parkwold"
"Lost in the Stars"

Act II
"Cry, the Beloved Country"
"Big Mole"
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Nina Xie (Stephen Kumalo)
An inspiring individual who enjoys exploring arts and theatre. She believes in the magical power of using
voices to create a dynamic world that is unreachable to the eye.
Stephen Kumalo is an African American priest from a little village named Ndotsheni. With a righteous
disposition, Stephen abides by the virtue of honesty and takes his son’s words wholeheartedly. Despite
the days and nights, Stephen undertakes a journey to look for his son and embraces his son with warmth
and gentility unimpeded by challenging conditions. Stephen takes genuine responsibility for his duty as a
priest as well as the man of the family. And because of this, Stephen realizes the pivotal role of being a
leader who should have a clear vision.
Jaimie Yu (Grace Kumalo)
Jaimie Yu is a junior in high school. She sets her career goal in the STEM field but doesn’t forget the deep
connection between science and art.
Grace Kumalo shows her caring and compassionate nature through the role of a wife and a mother. Ms.
Kumalo has not seen her child, Absalom, for many years and is worried about his whereabouts. She is a
dignified woman whose husband is the priest of their tribe.
An Nguyen (Absalom Kumalo)
A junior that likes music, daydreaming, reading, and making new friends.
Absalom plays a major role in this story. He is a man trying to create a better life for his family, his wife,
and his unborn child and thus would go to great lengths for his family. Although he committed a terrible
and unforgivable sin in the play, he was aware that it was wrong and repented, taking his punishment
without hesitation.
Rachel Blythe (James Jarvis)
A rising senior who enjoys nature’s company, loves drinking coffee, and wants to explore pottery. She
spends her free time making art, such as photography, videos, and drawings.
James Jarvis is a character who frowns upon any association between black and white people. Although he
is kind to his family, he is a racist who loathes the fall of apartheid in South Africa. However, after facing
some obstacles, he begins a journey towards compassion and understanding.

Kaitlin Harness (Arthur Jarvis)
A rising senior with a love for musical theatre voices Arthur Jarvis, one of the leading characters of the play.
Arthur Jarvis is what one might call an “upstanding man”, a person who is always loyal and kind to his friends
and family, even when the two clash. A white man in South Africa during the fall of apartheid, Arthur Jarvis is
a man unwavering in his belief in equality.
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Sola Long (Nita)
A creative individual with a passion for performing arts. She has nine years of experience in classical music
and believes that music can bring peace to the world.
Nita is a young girl who works for the Kumalo family. She is a side character that functions to bring out the
compassionate and generous characteristics of the Kumalo couple.

Iris (Alex) (White Man)
This play will be Iris’s third production (supporting role in a school production honoring the 45th
anniversary, Queen Titania in Midsummer Night’s Dream). She plays the Chinese flute and enjoys
scrolling through social media.
Alex is Gertrude's illegitimate child and Stephen’s sister who experienced the horrors of the world at a
young age. In the play, Alex represents faith against the presence of doubt and thus appears when
Stephen questions his belief in God. Despite Alex’s rough beginnings, the hope for a better future and
his inherent innocence serves as one of the motifs in the play. Bubbly, curious, inquisitive, and pure, Alex
is a heartwarming character that makes you wish him the best.
Iris also plays the character White Man, who is part of the chorus and has solo parts that convey feelings
of fear and uncertainty.

Heidi Blythe (Edward Jarvis)
A rising senior who enjoys reading books, visiting museums, and loves Harry Potter.
Edward Jarvis is a supporting character who is the grandchild of James Jarvis and the son of Arthur
Jarvis. Edward is still young and unaware of the racial segregation happening in South Africa so when
meeting with Alex, a black child, he does not see the color of his skin as an obstacle to friendship.

Katherine Chen (Johannes Pafuri)
Johannes Pafuri is a supporting male character who works for the Jarvis family. Pafuri has a cowardly and
dishonest character who often runs away from any problems that he faces in the play. He is also an
associate of Absalom and plays a major part in his demise.
Vy Nguyen (Matthew Kumalo)
Vy is a student who has a passion for music, understanding others, and daydreaming.
Matthew Kumalo is a supporting male character, in his late teens, and is the son of John Kumalo. Both he
and Johannes Pafuri are associated with the protagonist, Absalom Kumalo, as they are all in the same
friend group. Although Matthew may be described as naive and playful, he lacks bravery when it comes to
stepping up for his own actions. This is ultimately why he acts as a foil for Absalom as he is a coward in
regards to facing consequences. Kumalo demonstrates a static, but round character because of his lack of
dynamic throughout the plot.

LOST IN THE STARS

who' s who in the cast
Asia Wijaya (Mrs. Mkize)
Asia Stella Wijaya enjoys talking with her family and friends and forgetting about the existence of time. Her
role in the play is Mrs. Mkize, a kind-hearted woman.
Mrs. Mkize is a woman who cares for people around her. Although she is fearful of the dangers caused by
other characters in the play, she continues to help and care for them after all they have done.

YiJia Ni (Young Man)
In middle school, YiJia Ni played roles in Shakespeare’s Midsummer Night Dream and Twelfth Night. YiJia Ni
plays the role of a Black Man and a girl called Rose. Both characters are flat characters with small roles but
have some "round" characteristics
It’s common knowledge among the Ndotsheni locals that while white men can safely come back from
Johannesburg, black men never come back. As Black Man, he had great hopes that he would prove untrue
the words of the Ndotsheni community by coming back from Johannesburg. He tried to convince himself and
his worried wife by faithfully promising that he will return. But deep in his heart, he knew that it might not be
possible. Carrying his courage and faith with him, he begins his non-return journey.

Karen Liang (Eland)
A curious young woman who enjoys watching shows, sleeping, and daydreaming.
Eland is a white, liberal parole officer who acts as a minor character in the story. He is seen as a polite,
serious, and hard-working man and remains dutiful to his line of work. Often times, he appears worried but
keeps a calm demeanor as an officer would.

Tammy Long (Hlabeni)
Tammy is a current senior, she loves oranges, food, and basketball! In this special production, she portrays
the role of Hlbani, a taxi driver.
Hlabeni is the essential person who introduces a turning point in the story. He is a middle-aged taxi driver,
who knows things about the mundane world, and views them as normal incidents. Taxi drivers are usually
known as the maps of the town, and Hlabeni is definitely one of them. He is compassionate rather than
indifferent.
Naomi Seng (William)
A rising senior who is deeply fascinated in deciphering meanings through exploring different forms of art.
She aspires to become an artist who inspires others to appreciate the creation of art by expressing their
innermost feelings with their individualistic voice.
William, a political lieutenant, is a minor character who appears in the scene where John Kumalo confers
with him and other politicians.
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Megan Truong (Irina)
Megan Truong draws from her experience playing Hermia in A Midsummer Night’s Dream when she voices
the character of Irina, a mature and older character who is pregnant and had previously been in three
marriages.
Worrying about her husband, Absalom, and the decisions he makes, Irina carries a heavy sense of distress.
This distress also stems from the fact that her baby is to arrive in a short period of time, and this fact causes
her to display an underlying expression of worry throughout the play. She embodies a particular innocence
and is characterized as someone who is loyal in her marriage. Irina resides primarily within a negative
spectrum of emotion, with hints of confidence, loyalty, and hope speckled amidst it. She longs for the return
of her husband, but is understanding and accepting of the reality that she faces.

Yee Kit Chan (Linda)
Yee Kit Chan is an ambitious student with a passion for musical communication. She aims to further her
ability to artistically wield her voice and freely express both herself and other characters.
Linda is a young and energetic woman who clings to Johannes and Matthew and sings in the manner of a
night-club entertainer.

Audrey Chan (Leader)
A graduating senior's first time participating in theatre production, Audrey is interested in participating in
more acting roles in the future.
The character that Audrey plays is the Leader. The Leader’s role is similar to a narrator's, and she starts each
scene with a few lines. Though the character does not have a major role in the play, the words the Leader
says are concise and important. Especially the phrases the Leader repeats and emphasizes to the audience.

Thuy Nguyen (Judge, Jared)
Thuy portrays the roles of Jared and the Judge in the play. Thuy is a rising senior who expresses much
enthusiasm in the arts. Through different artistic mediums such as theatre, drawing, and photography, she
shares with others her form(s) of self-expression.
The Judge is a minor character in the play that appears in the trial of Absalom and Matthew. The Judge
exhibits mannerisms that are patient, dignified, and courteous when speaking to litigants, jurors, witnesses,
lawyers and others within an official capacity. He/she was the one to give the final verdict.
Jared is a Zulu political lieutenant that briefly appears in the scene when John was conferring with some Zulu
and Bantu political lieutenants.
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Annabelle Shen (Guard, Foreman)
The Guard in this play serves as a minor supporting character. He only has three lines, but he plays an
important role in leading the main characters and forwarding one scene to the next. His characteristics
include being standoffish and strict so that he will better maintain the prisoners. He also accompanied
the main character, Absalom, most of the time when in jail.
The factory Foreman serves as a minor guiding character in this play. He appears in Scene IV
and answers Stephen’s questions about Absalom who was one of his workers.

Hailley Luong (Servant, Stationmaster, Voice)
A rising senior who enjoys expressing herself through various forms of art and loves spending an
afternoon at the museum.
The Servant, a middle-aged English man, is a minor character with subservient mannerisms who strives
to meet the needs of others. First and foremost, he is observant and loyal towards his master.
The Stationmaster announces the coming of a train for Johannesburg.
The Voice is an extra "thought" expressing concerns towards the Leader.

